
OLVER STATEMENT ON MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG BILL

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver released the following statement today regarding the Medicare Prescription Drug bill (H.R. 1):

         "The crux of this debate has always been about adding a prescription drug benefit to Medicare. The select group of Medicare conferees have abandoned that purpose and instead are opting to dismantle the current Medicare program.

         "The GOP has added some positive short-term financial relief for rural doctors and hospitals, but that does not negate the fact that this legislation lays the roadmap for the GOP's relentless agenda to privatize Medicare. Under this proposal, prescription drugs become nothing more than an incentive to get seniors off the Medicare rolls and into private plans.

         "If this legislation is approved, seniors will be at the mercy of managed care plans, which will receive sizable kickbacks from the U.S. government for offering a Medicare-HMO option. By 2010, those who have chosen to stay in traditional Medicare will be out of luck. This legislation calls for traditional fee-for-service Medicare to compete with private health insurance companies by way of demonstration projects, leaving many retirees' health care safety net in the hands of the private sector.

         "The bottom line remains that in good conscience I cannot return to the 1st district of Massachusetts and tell seniors who can't afford their prescriptions and who board buses to travel to Canada in search of cheaper alternatives that this legislation will solve their problems. I have maintained that I would stand firm on my belief that any prescription drug benefit be affordable and guaranteed under Medicare. This legislation falls far short of that promise."
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